
                   
 

Geneva Declaration Regional Review Conference  

Europe, the Caucasus & Central Asia | Geneva | 8-10 July 2014 

CALL FOR CIVIL SOCIETY EXPRESSION OF INTEREST  

The Geneva Declaration Secretariat, in collaboration with the Global Alliance on Armed 

Violence, seeks to identify civil society representatives actively working to prevent and 

reduce armed violence based in Europe, the Caucasus & Central Asia, interested to attend 

the Geneva Declaration Regional Review Conference (RRC), to take place in Geneva, 

Switzerland, 8-10 July, 2014.  

This Call for Civil Society Expression of Interest aims to identify a diverse pool of civil 

society participants for limited spaces at the conference. Applications must be received 

by 10 June 2014.    

BACKGROUND  

The Geneva Declaration on Armed Violence and Development (GD) is an initiative that 

supports states and civil society actors to achieve measurable reductions in the global 

burden of armed violence by 2015 and beyond.  

Review Conferences provide opportunities to assess progress in the process and 

implementation of the Geneva Declaration, to highlight the armed violence reduction and 

prevention agenda, and to build political momentum behind the core objectives of the 

GD. Ministerial Review Conferences were held in Geneva in 2008 and in 2011.  

The UN General Assembly will decide upon a new development framework in 2015, to 

follow on from the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). The nature of the Geneva 

Declaration’s future direction depends largely on the composition of this new 

development framework. For this reason, during 2014, a series of Regional Review 

Conferences (RRCs) will be held to not only review the implementation process of the 

Geneva Declaration, but to also gather support for the meaningful integration of  armed 

violence reduction in national and international development processes, including the 

post-2015 development agenda.  

Regional Review Conferences will be held in five different regions. Each will be co-hosted 

by a Core Group Member from the relevant region, in partnership with the Government 

of Switzerland and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). The meetings 

will take place in: Guatemala for the Americas (28-30 April); Switzerland for Europe (8-

10 July); The Philippines for Asia and the Pacific (early October, tbc); Morocco for the 

Middle East, North Africa and Sahel (end of Oct, tbc); Kenya for Africa (Sub-Saharan 

countries) (26-28 November).  

GD REGIONAL REVIEW CONFERENCE – GENEVA   

From 8-10 July, government representatives will meet in Geneva, Switzerland, to review 

progress to implement the principles of the Geneva Declaration. The conference will be 

open to stakeholders from countries in Europe, the Caucasus & Central Asia. The RRC 

will specifically focus on partnerships and ways to work together between governments, 

civil society, international organisations and development co-operation agencies. The 

conference will also highlight the links between armed violence reduction and prevention 

to development, especially to the framework that will succeed the current MDGs. 

 

 



                   
 
CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION  

Civil society has a central role in preventing and reducing armed violence. NGOs, 

community-based organizations, and associations, have tremendous experience in 

supporting violence prevention and reduction programmes and projects across operational 

levels. The fundamental role of civil society has been recognized by states supporting the 

GD, and civil society groups have previously contributed to Geneva Declaration Ministerial 

Review Conferences in sharing their experiences and lessons learned with signatories of 

the Geneva Declaration.  

With limited spaces at the Geneva Declaration Regional Review Conference 2014 in 

Switzerland, this call for interested groups aims to identify a strong pool of participants 

based in Europe, the Caucasus & Central Asia. A limited sponsorship programme will 

support the participation of civil society organisations that are not in the position to finance 

their presence at the RRC (1 person per organisation may benefit from the sponsorship 

programme).  

Subsequent calls for expressions of interest to attend other Regional Review Conferences 

will be issued in the coming months. Civil society representatives from other regions can 

register their emails to be informed of these opportunities (see for more information). 

CRITERIA FOR CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION  

Participants for this meetings will be selected according to: 

 Experience carrying out interventions that prevent and reduce armed violence, 

either directly or indirectly.    

 Their current work focusing on one or more of the follow areas: Crime 

observatories/measuring & monitoring (armed) violence; Working with 

gangs/criminal groups; Victims and survivor rights, rehabilitation and recovery; 

Community security/safety (including community policing); Criminal justice/rule of 

law; Weapons control and reduction; Weapons management and destruction; 

Conflict prevention, resolution and peace building; Disarmament, demobilisation & 

rehabilitation of ex-combatants/criminal groups; Security sector reform (including 

police reform); Urban space interventions; Youth programmes (education, 

vocational training etc.); Economic empowerment & livelihood schemes especially 

in areas or groups at risk of violence; Mediation & community-based conflict 

resolution; Violence interruption and community outreach; Education and 

awareness raising on AVR; Promoting non-violence/culture of peace; AVR in 

pastoral and/or border areas; Resources-based AVR. 

 A commitment to engage in collaborative action to advance implementation of the 

Geneva Declaration commitments, including efforts to measure and monitor armed 

violence and impact of interventions in their communities and country.   

 An interest in strengthening civil society collaboration and regional efforts to 

advance the armed violence reduction agenda.  

 

Due consideration will be made to identify a diverse group of civil society participants 

which represents: 

 A mix in sector / thematic representation (criminal justice/ crime prevention, public 

health, peacebuilding etc.), practical experience and type of interventions 

(monitoring, assessment and evaluation; policy and advocacy; programming) in 

preventing and reducing armed violence.  



                   
 

 Different operational levels with organisations working at global, regional (including 

cross-border work), national, district/provincial and/or community/local levels.  

 Geographical and gender balance.  

 

 

APPLY TO ATTEND  

 

Please fill in the application form by 10 June: www.surveymonkey.com/s/KSQR3YM  
 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION  

Geneva Declaration on Armed Violence & Development  

visit: www.genevadeclaration.org/2014rrc/rrcgeneva  

email:  info@genevadeclaration.org   

Global Alliance on Armed Violence  

visit: www.allianceonarmedviolence.org/  

email: info@allianceonarmedviolence.org  

Receive updates on other Regional Review Conferences 

Register your email to receive calls for expression of interest for civil society participation 

in other Geneva Declaration Regional Review Conferences: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/SJ397PC  
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